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Hall Collection
Courtesy Hall Art Foundation

joseph beuys  &  jörg immendorff:

Art Belongs to the People!
10 Apr i l–31 August  2014

Claire Parris | Press Officer | Ashmolean Museum | claire.parris@ashmus.ox.ac.uk | T+44 (0)1865 278 178 | M +44 (0)7833 384 512

Art Belongs to the People!  is  the second in  the Ashmolean’s  ser ies  of 
exhibit ions of  post-war and contemporary art  presented in  col laborat ion 
with the Hal l  Art  Foundat ion (USA).   Curated by Sir  Norman Rosenthal , 
the exhibit ion shows a  select ion of  important  works by two outstanding 
German art ists ,  Joseph Beuys (1921–1986) and Jörg Immendorff  (1945–
2007).

T h e  e x h i b i t i o n  f o c u s e s  o n  t h e  a r t i s t s ’  o u t p u t  f r o m  1 9 6 8  o n w a r d s ,  e v o k i n g  t h e 
w o r l d  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  p r o t e s t s  w h i c h  w e r e  t a k i n g  p l a c e  a c r o s s  E u r o p e  a n d  i n  t h e 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .   I n  1 9 6 8 ,  B e u y s  w a s  a  t e a c h e r  a n d  I m m e n d o r f f  h i s  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e 
D ü s s e l d o r f  A c a d e m y  o f  A r t .   B e u y s  h a d  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i m s e l f  a s  a  l e a d i n g 
f i g u r e  o f  t h e  p o s t - w a r  a v a n t - g a r d e  a n d  h a d  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
F l u x u s  m o v e m e n t  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 6 0 s .   H i s  p r o v o c a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t s  a n d  w o r k 
i n  n e w  a n d  c h a l l e n g i n g  m e d i a  –  p e r f o r m a n c e  p i e c e s ,  s c u l p t u r e  i n  f e l t  a n d 
a n i m a l  f a t  –  g a v e  e x p r e s s i o n  t o  h i s  r a d i c a l  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  a r t  t h a t  w o n  h i m  b o t h  a 
d e v o t e d  f o l l o w i n g  a n d  v e h e m e n t  o p p o s i t i o n .

J Ö r g  I m m e n d o r f  j o i n e d  t h e  D ü s s e l d o r f  A c a d e m y 
o f  A r t  i n  1 9 6 3  a s  a  t h e a t r e  d e s i g n  s t u d e n t  b e f o r e 
h e  c h a n g e d  c o u r s e  t o  s t u d y  u n d e r  B e u y s .   H e  w a s , 
t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  c a r e e r,  i n v o l v e d  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p r o t e s t  m o v e m e n t s ,  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  a n t i - V i e t n a m 
w a r  r a l l i e s ,  t h e  G r e e n  m o v e m e n t ,  a n d ,  f r o m  t h e 
1 9 7 0 s ,  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  d e b a t e  o v e r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f 
G e r m a n y.

A rt  B e l o n g s  to  t h e  P e o p l e !  s h o w s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i f t y  w o r k s  b y  t h e  a r t i s t s  d a t i n g  f r o m  1 9 6 8  u p  t o 
p a i n t i n g s  c o m p l e t e d  b y  I m m e n d o r f f  i n  2 0 0 5 .   T h e  e x h i b i t i o n  i n c l u d e s  i c o n i c  p i e c e s  b y  e a c h  a r t i s t , 
a m o n g s t  t h e m  B e u y s ’ s  S l e d  ( 1 9 6 9 ) ,  a n d  Fe l t  S u i t  ( 1 9 7 0 ) ;  a n d  t w o  w o r k s  f r o m  I m m e n d o r f f ’ s  C a f é 
D e u t s c h l a n d  s e r i e s  ( 1 9 8 3 ) . 

Sir  Norman Rosentha l ,  Cura tor  of  the  exhib i t ion,  says:  “ J o s e p h  B e u y s  a n d  J Ör g  I m m e n d o r f f  w e r e 
a r t i s t s  w h o  w o r k e d  a t  t h e  v a n g u a r d  o f  t h e  a e s t h e t i c  b a t t l e s  w h i c h  w e r e  b e i n g  f o u g h t  i n  G e r m a n y  i n  t h e 
w a k e  o f  t h e  S e c o n d  Wo r l d  Wa r.   Fr o m  t h e  m o m e n t  t h e y  m e t  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  b o t h  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  a n d  i n  s p i t e 
o f  e m p l o y i n g  d i f f e r e n t  w o r k i n g  m e t h o d s ,  B e u y s  a n d  I m m e n d o r f f  w e r e  c l o s e l y  e n g a g e d  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ’ s 
w o r k  i n  w h a t  w a s  e f f e c t i v e l y  a  p e r m a n e n t  d i a l o g u e .  A rt  B e l o n g s  to  t h e  P e o p l e !  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e 
i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  b o t h  a r t i s t s  w i t h  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p o l i t i c s  a n d  i s s u e s  o f  u n i v e r s a l  h u m a n  c o n c e r n ,  a n d  t h e i r 
b e l i e f  i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  a r t  i n  c h a n g i n g  h o w  p e o p l e  t h i n k  a n d  h o w  t h e y  l i v e  t h e i r  l i v e s . ”

JÖrg Immendorff (1945–2007)
Diese Fragen an die Kuenstler richten - auf Antwort bestehen! (Pose these 
questions to the artists - insist on answers!), 1972
Hall Collection.  Courtesy Hall Art Foundation.  © Estate of the Artist
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Malcolm Morley (b. 1931)
Winner’s Circle, 2005
Hall Collection

j o s e p h  b e u y s  &  j ö r g  i m m e n d o r f f :  A rt  B e l o n g s  to  t h e  P e o p l e  i s  c u r a t e d 
b y  S i r  N o r m a n  R o s e n t h a l  K t .   T h e  e x h i b i t i o n  i s  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  H a l l  A r t 
Fo u n d a t i o n  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  A s h m o l e a n  M u s e u m ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O x f o r d .

Malcolm Morley at the Ashmolean: 
paintings & drawings from the hall collection
Unt i l  30  March 2014

M a l c o l m  M o r l e y  a t  t h e  A s h m o l e a n  i s  t h e  f i r s t  i n  t h e  A s h m o l e a n ’ s  n e w 
s e r i e s  o f  e x h i b i t i o n s  o f  p o s t - w a r  a n d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a r t .   T h e  p r o j e c t  i s  a 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  H a l l  A r t  Fo u n d a t i o n  a n d  c o l l e c t o r s  A n d r e w  a n d  C h r i s t i n e 
H a l l  w h o  a r e  l e n d i n g  w o r k s  f r o m  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d 
a r t i s t s .

T h e  f i r s t  e x h i b i t i o n  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  p r e s e n t s  w o r k s  b y  B r i t i s h - b o r n ,  A m e r i c a n  a r t i s t  M a l c o l m  M o r l e y  ( b .  1 9 3 1 )  w h o 
w a s  t h e  f i r s t  w i n n e r  o f  t h e  Tu r n e r  Pr i z e  i n  1 9 8 4 .   M o r l e y  i s  a c k n o w l e d g e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  S u p e r - R e a l i s m 
w h i c h  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  a s  a  c o u n t e r p o i n t  t o  Po p  A r t  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s .   O v e r  t h e  p a s t  f i f t y  y e a r s ,  M o r l e y  h a s  c o n t i n u e d 
t o  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d s  a  h i g h l y  c o l o u r f u l ,  c o n t i n u o u s l y  e v o l v i n g ,  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  e x p r e s s i v e  s t y l e  o f  p a i n t i n g ,  w h i l e 
a l s o  b r e a k i n g  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  s t y l i s t i c  d i s c o v e r i e s  t h a t  b r o u g h t  h i m  t h i s  i n i t i a l  f a m e .  H e  d e f i n e s  h i s  a i m  a s  a 
p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a c t  o f  p a i n t i n g  a n d  t h e  s e n s a t i o n  o f  t r a n s f o r m i n g  c l o s e l y  o b s e r v e d  i m a g e s  t o  a  c a n v a s .

M a l c o l m  M o r l e y  a t  t h e  A s h m o l e a n  s h o w s  t h i r t y  p a i n t i n g s  a n d  d r a w i n g s  d a t i n g  f r o m  1 9 6 4  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  o n 
d i s p l a y  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  g a l l e r y  o f  t h e  M u s e u m ’ s  l o w e r - g r o u n d  f l o o r.


