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Ed Paschke:  Visionary from Chicago, 1968–2004 is 
the third in  the Ashmolean’s  ser ies  of  exhibit ions of  post-
war and contemporary art  presented in  col laborat ion with 
the Hal l  Art  Foundat ion (USA).  The exhibit ion includes 
an important  ear ly  work borrowed from the Ed Paschke 
Foundat ion,  a long with four  paint ings lent  by the art ist 
Jeff  Koons.  Koons,  who studied with Paschke and was hired 
as  Paschke’s  studio ass istant  in  1974,  has contr ibuted an 
interview with exhibit ion curator,  S ir  Norman Rosenthal ,  to 
the exhibit ion catalogue.

Pa r t  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  a r t i s t s  k n o w n  a s  t h e  C h i c a g o  I m a g i s t s  w h o 
e m e r g e d  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s ,  Pa s c h k e  ( 1 9 3 9 – 2 0 0 4 )  w a s  s t r o n g l y 
i n f l u e n c e d  b y  m e d i a  i m a g e r y  a n d  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e  –  n e w s p a p e r s , 
m a g a z i n e s ,  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  f i l m  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n .  I n  w o r k s  l i k e 
H i l d a  ( 1 9 7 3 )  a n d  M a n n i s h  B o y  ( 1 9 7 0 ) ,  h i s  b r i l l i a n t l y  c o l o u r e d , 
p r o v o c a t i v e  a n d  s u r r e a l  p a i n t i n g s  o f  c i r c u s  f r e a k s ,  t a t t o o e d 
l a d i e s ,  t r a n s v e s t i t e s ,  w r e s t l e r s  a n d  h a i r y  w i n g t i p  s h o e s ,  e x p l o r e 
t h e  u n d e r b e l l y  o f  u r b a n  l i f e  a n d  a  d a r k  s i d e  o f  Po p  A r t .  W h i l e 
Pa s c h k e ’ s  l a t e r  w o r k s  s u c h  a s  Vo u l e z - Vo u s  D a n s e r ?  ( Wo u l d  Yo u 
Li k e  t o  D a n c e ? )  ( 1 9 8 9 )  d e p i c t  c u l t u r a l  i c o n s  l i k e  t h e  M o n a  Li s a , 
h i s  l a y e r e d ,  m a s k - l i k e  a b s t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c e ,  u s e  o f  e l e c t r o n i c 
c o l o u r s  a n d  n e o n - b r i g h t  s t a t i c  l i n e s ,  d i f f e r s  d r a s t i c a l l y  f r o m  t h e 
t r e a t m e n t  o f  s i m i l a r  s u b j e c t s  b y  h i s  N e w  Yo r k  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , 

A n d y  Wa r h o l ,  J a m e s  R o s e n q u i s t  a n d  R o b e r t  R a u s c h e n b e r g .

B o r n  i n  C h i c a g o ,  E d w a r d  F.  Pa s c h k e  s t u d i e d  p a i n t i n g  a t  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  t h e  A r t  I n s t i t u t e  i n  C h i c a g o ,  w h e r e 
h e  r e c e i v e d  h i s  B FA  i n  1 9 6 1  a n d  M FA  i n  1 9 7 0 .  Fr o m  1 9 7 8  u n t i l  t h e  y e a r  o f  h i s  d e a t h ,  h e  w a s  Pr o f e s s o r 
o f  A r t  a n d  A r t  H i s t o r y  a t  N o r t h w e s t e r n  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  E v a n s t o n ,  I l l i n o i s .  H i s  w o r k  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  n u m e r o u s 
p u b l i c  c o l l e c t i o n s  w o r l d w i d e  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  A r t  I n s t i t u t e  o f  C h i c a g o ;  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  M u s e u m  o f  A r t , 
N e w  Yo r k ;  t h e  W h i t n e y  M u s e u m  o f  A m e r i c a n  A r t ,  N e w  Yo r k ;  C e n t r e  G e o r g e s  Po m p i d o u ,  Pa r i s ;  a n d 
M u s e u m  M o d e r n e r  Ku n s t  S t i f t u n g  Lu d w i g ,  V i e n n a .  M a j o r  e x h i b i t i o n s  i n c l u d e  E d  Pa s c h k e :  S e l e c t e d 
Wo r k s  1 9 6 7 – 1 9 8 1 ,  h e l d  a t  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e  S o c i e t y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o ,  w h i c h  t r a v e l e d  t o  t h e 
C o n t e m p o r a r y  A r t  M u s e u m ,  H o u s t o n  ( 1 9 8 2 ) ;  E d  Pa s c h k e  R e t r o s p e c t i v e  o r g a n i z e d  b y  T h e  A r t  I n s t i t u t e  o f 
C h i c a g o ,  I l l i n o i s ,  w h i c h  t r a v e l e d  t o  t h e  M u s é e  N a t i o n a l  d ’ A r t  M o d e r n e ,  C e n t r e  G e o r g e s  Po m p i d o u ,  Pa r i s , 
a n d  t h e  D a l l a s  M u s e u m  o f  A r t ,  Te x a s  ( 1 9 8 9 – 1 9 9 0 ) ;  a n d  E d  Pa s c h k e :  C h i c a g o  I c o n .  A  R e t r o s p e c t i v e ,  h e l d 
a t  t h e  C h i c a g o  H i s t o r y  M u s e u m ,  I l l i n o i s  ( 2 0 0 6 – 2 0 0 7 ) .  Pa s c h k e  l i v e d  a n d  w o r k e d  i n  C h i c a g o  u n t i l  h i s 
d e a t h  i n  2 0 0 4 .

Ed Paschke (1939–2004)
Mannish Boy, 1970
© Ed Paschke



Sir  Norman Rosentha l ,  Cura tor  of  the  exhib i t ion,  says:  ‘ C h i c a g o  a n d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  M i d w e s t  h a v e  a n 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a n d  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  v i s u a l  a r t  c u l t u r e  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s e l f  a f t e r  t h e  p o s i t i v e  r e c e p t i o n 
t h e r e  o f  s u r r e a l i s m  a n d  t h e  w o r k  o f  a r t i s t s  s u c h  a s  D a l í ,  M a g r i t t e ,  D e l v a u x  a n d  M a t t a .  U n l i k e  t h e  N e w 
Yo r k  C i t y  a n d  Lo s  A n g e l e s  a r t  s c e n e s ,  t h i s  w o r l d  i s  l i t t l e  k n o w n  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  E d  Pa s c h k e  i s  o n e  o f 
C h i c a g o ’ s  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r t i s t s ,  a n d  t h i s  e x h i b i t i o n ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  Pa s c h k e ’ s  w o r k  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  Ki n g d o m , 
s h o u l d  c o m e  a s  a  r e v e l a t i o n . ’
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The exhibit ion is  organized by the Hal l  Art  Foundat ion in  col laborat ion with the Ashmolean Museum, 
Univers i ty  of  Oxford.

Ashmolean Museum
Fo u n d e d  i n  1 6 8 3 ,  t h e  A s h m o l e a n  M u s e u m  i s  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  m u s e u m  o f  a r t  a n d  a r c h a e o l o g y  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f 
B r i t a i n  a n d  t h e  f i n e s t  u n i v e r s i t y  m u s e u m  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  I t s  c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  l a r g e ,  r i c h  a n d  u n u s u a l l y  d i v e r s e ,  r a n g i n g 
f r o m  a r c h a e o l o g y  t o  f i n e  a n d  d e c o r a t i v e  a r t s ,  a n d  f r o m  n u m i s m a t i c s  t o  c a s t s  o f  c l a s s i c a l  s c u l p t u r e  f r o m  t h e  g r e a t 
m u s e u m s  o f  E u r o p e .  T h e  A s h m o l e a n  i s  h o m e  t o  t h e  b e s t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  Pr e d y n a s t i c  E g y p t i a n  m a t e r i a l
i n  E u r o p e ;  t h e  o n l y  g r e a t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  M i n o a n  a n t i q u i t i e s  o u t s i d e  G r e e c e ;  t h e  l a r g e s t  a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  g r o u p 
o f  R a p h a e l  d r a w i n g s  i n  t h e  w o r l d ;  t h e  g r e a t e s t  A n g l o - S a x o n  c o l l e c t i o n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  B r i t i s h  M u s e u m ;  a  w o r l d -
r e n o w n e d  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  c o i n s  a n d  m e d a l s ;  a n d  o u t s t a n d i n g  h o l d i n g s  o f  I n d i a n ,  C h i n e s e ,  J a p a n e s e  a n d  I s l a m i c  a r t . 
T h e  w o r k s  a n d  o b j e c t s  i n  t h e s e  r e m a r k a b l e  c o l l e c t i o n s  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  o f  c i v i l i s a t i o n  a n d  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  m a n k i n d 
f r o m  N i n e v e h  a n d  a n c i e n t  E g y p t ,  t o  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e ,  r i g h t  u p  t o  t h e  t r i u m p h s  o f  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  E u r o p e . 
A d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  M u s e u m  i s  f r e e .
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