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217 Maxham Meadow Way

Rain location: Woodstock Town Hall Theatre

Elizabeth Hare of Boulder, Colo.,  browses her way through the “Cow Barn” gallery at the Hall Art Foundation in Reading.  The Hall is open to the public each 
Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. through November 28.                  Rick Russell Photo

Hall  Art Foundation rebounding 
nicely from COVID shut down

Now offering popular self-guided tour option
By Tom Ayres
Senior Staff Writer

READING — The 
internationally ac-
claimed Hall Art 

Foundation in Reading is 
nearing the midway point of 
its ambitious 2021 exhibi-
tion season, rebounding with 
aplomb from a pandemic 
affected year that saw its 
galleries shuttered and pro-
gramming canceled for all 
of 2020.

“It has just been wonder-
ful to have visitors coming 
through the galleries again, 
interacting with the art, 
and to have art on the walls 
again. It has been absolutely 
great to renew that connec-
tion,” said Maryse Brand, 
Director of the Hall Art 
Foundation, in a phone con-
versation last Friday. 

The Hall Art Founda-
tion mounts its exhibitions 
of post-World War II and 
contemporary art in three 
spectacularly reimagined 
barns and a converted his-
toric farmhouse on a former 

“Deep Blue,” currently the principal exhibition at the Hall Art Foundation in Reading, was curated by 
Brooklyn- and Maine-based artist Katherine Bradford, whose own solo show, “Philosopher’s Clambake,” 
is running concurrently with “Deep Blue” at the Hall.            Jeffrey Nintzel Photo

dairy farm in the heart of the 
Reading village of Felch-
ville. A contemporary sculp-
ture walk also wends its way 
through the former farm site. 
Returning and new visitors 
alike will find that the Hall 
campus has been expanded 
with a new reception center, 
additional exhibit space, and 
café, all housed in a 19th-cen-
tury, clapboard-style home.

The principal group show 
now on exhibit at the Hall 

— titled “Deep Blue” and 
curated by Brooklyn and 
Maine-based artist Kath-
erine Bradford — takes 
its inspiration, in many re-
spects, from the trials and 
tribulations of the past year-
and-a-half, ranging from the 
pandemic to the tumultuous 
U.S. Presidential campaign, 
with all of its folly, fanati-
cism, faith, and fear mon-
gering.

The show is a meditation 
on ‘blue’ in all of its con-
texts,” said Docent Super-
visor Lisa Kaija as she led 
a visitor through the Brad-
ford-curated exhibition of 
“deep blue” works drawn 
from the 5,000-plus-piece 
collection of the foundation 
and its founders, philanthro-
pists Andrew and Christine 
Hall. “It took shape in the 
wake of November 2020 and 
the election,” Kaija added. 
The “blue” theme, Kaija’s 
colleague on the Hall do-
cent staff, Marie Anderson, 
pointed out, even extends to 
the music that is playing in 
the reception center and café 
when visitors alight there. In 

a playful take on the fabled 
mixtape of the 1980’s, the 
musical selections airing in 
the visitors’ center - all cho-
sen by curator 
Bradford - range 
from Miles 
Davis’s “Kind 
of Blue” to 
Joni Mitchell’s 
“Blue” album to 
classics from the 
American jazz, 
blues, and sing-
er-songwri te r 
canons.

In a press re-
lease announc-
ing the opening 
of the “Deep 
Blue” group 
show last spring, 
the Hall Founda-
tion expounded 
upon the many 
themes touched 
upon by the 
exhibit. “Kath-
erine Bradford 
examines ‘deep 
blue’ both visually as a col-
or, but also as a phrase that 
can describe more abstract 
concepts such as mood, the 

natural environment, music, 
and even a region’s political 
landscape. Like all of us, 
Katherine Bradford has been 

impacted by the events of 
the past year and her choice 
of works and their interpre-
tation reflects that experi-

ence,” Brand noted. For her 
part, Bradford has written 
that she “heard a newscast-
er use the phrase ‘deep blue’ 
in describing an area of the 
United States and, being a 
painter, I immediately felt 
the force of that phrase, both 
visually and politically. It 
was very reassuring to hear 
and to picture.”

More than 70 renowned 
postwar and contemporary 
artists are featured in “Deep 
Blue,” including Judy Chi-
cago, Leon Golub, David 
Maisel, Alice Neel, Ray-
mond Pettibon, and Andy 
Warhol. The group show 
curated by Bradford is com-
plemented by a showing of 
Bradford’s own paintings in 

one of the three 
barn exhibit 
spaces. Titled 
“Philosophers’ 
Clambake,” the 
solo showing 
by Bradford 
includes more 
than a dozen 
works created 
by the 78-year-
old painter over 
the course of the 
past 12 years, 
most of which 
were drawn 
from the Halls’ 
sizable holdings 
of the artist’s 
work, with the 
remainder se-
lected from her 
personal trove 
by the artist her-
self.

The challeng-
es of curating and installing 
two new, principal shows 

IF YOU GO

IF YOU GOIF YOU GO
Open now through 

Thanksgiving weekend
544 VT Route 106 in Reading

Museum hours are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
each Saturday and Sunday 

Admission is $10 and the predominant 
tour model is self-guided 

Patrons interested in a docent-guided 
tour of the Hall site should book 

that option online in advance. Hour-
long, docent-led tours will resume 
on Saturday, Aug. 7, at 10 a.m. and 

continue each Saturday and Sunday at 
that time through the season’s end. 

For tickets, guided tour details, 
and more information, visit 

hallartfoundation.org

“Memory Bank,” a carved, polychromed sugar 
maple sculpture, will go on exhibit Saturday, Aug. 
28, at the Hall Art Foundation in Reading as part 
of a solo show by Vermont sculptor Clark Derbes 
from Charlotte.       Photo Courtesy of the Hall Art Foundation
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For solutions to this week’s puzzle, 
see the classified section.Weekly 

Crossword
CLUES ACROSS

 1. Ponds
 6. “Unbelievable” musicians
 9. Invests in little enterprises
13. Longtime Utah Jazz coach
14. Small sailboat
15. “Luther” actor
16. Round Dutch cheese
17. Detects underwater objects
18. Harsh, grating noise
19. Steward
21. Fencing sword
22. Painful places on the body
23. “Sleepless in Seattle” actress Ryan
24. Sodium
25. Engineering degree (abbr.)
28. Small lump
29. African antelope
31. Electronic point of sale
33. Carefully chooses
36. Ringworm
38. Unrefined
39. Drenches
41. Type of pants
44. Son of Noah
45. Spiritual being
46. Upton Sinclair novel
48. Journalist Tarbell

49. Atomic #21 (abbr.)
51. Born  of
52. Rich tapestry
54. S. China seaport
56. Being without clothes
60. Surrounded by
61. Remains
62. Away from wind
63. Dried-up
64. One who can see the future
65. A very large body of water
66. Digs up earth
67. Type of screen
68. Old Norse poet

CLUES DOWN
 1. Millisecond
 2. Spanish city
 3. Sudden, very loud sound
 4. Type of chair
 5. Tin
 6. Sea eagles
 7. Broad volcanic crater
 8. Some animals have it
 9. Ottoman palaces
10. Divulge a secret
11. “A Doll’s House” playwright
12. “It’s a Wonderful Life” director

14. Poisonous perennial
17. Gulf in the Aegean
20. Clothes
21. Chairs
23. Family of regulator genes
25. NY ballplayer
26. Impressive in size or scope
27. Jacques __, Fr. biologist
29. Manhattanite
30. Genus of lemurs
32. Sings to
34. River in southern Italy
35. Supplemented with difficulty
37. Farewell
40. Senior officer
42. Utah resident
43. Begets
47. Boy
49. Violently break
50. Brief appearance
52. Expressed pleasure
53. A light informal meal
55. Fabric with smooth finish
56. One billionth of a second (abbr.)
57. Ancient Greek City
58. Close tightly
59. Commit
61. A way to communicate (abbr.)
65. Heavy metal

HOME CARE SERVICES
In-Home Personal Care & Homemaking

Call for a Free In-Home Consultation & Care Plan Assessment

Bethel, VT • (802) 234-4000
hopehomecarevt@gmail.com • hopehomecarevt.com

—Leah Stewart, Owner—

HOME CARE 
SERVICES

In-Home Personal 
Care & Homemaking

Call for a Free 
In-Home Consultation & 

Care Plan Assessment

Bethel, VT • (802) 234-4000
info@hopehomecarevt.com

hopehomecarevt.com

—Leah Stewart, Owner—

42 Central Street, Woodstock, VT • (802) 457-2305

We offer Mens, Womens and Childrens Cuts; Highlights; 
Manicures; Pedicures; Facials; Waxing and More!

With your safety in mind our premises is 
Protected by Active Pure technology

We can’t wait to see you all!

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT!

IN THE 
HEIGHTS

(PG-13)

Adults $9 / Kids & Seniors $8
Pentangle Members $7

Sat Aug 7 7:30 pm
Sun Aug 8 7:30 pm
Mon Aug 9 7:30 pm

5573 Woodstock Road • Quechee, VT • 802.281.6191

Did someone say 
Sweet Cream Pancakes?!

Thursday thru Sunday Breakfast & Lunch

Dine Inside or Call for Take Out
Online Ordering Returning Soon.

Huge Vermont Breakfast Menu
Local Cloudland Farm Burgers

Classic Diner Sandwiches
Sweet Cream Pancakes

Tasty Hot Dogs
Baked Goods

Vermont Brews from 
Long Trail, Harpoon 

& Fiddlehead
and so much more!

TEAGO GENERAL STORE
2305 Pomfret Road

PO Box 163
South Pomfret, Vermont 05067

802-457-1626 • teagogeneralstore.com

Craving a 
FRESH made 

to order 
Breakfast 

Sandwich? 
....Come to 

Teago!

Crystal & Bark Designs

28 P leasant Street, Woodstock, Vermont 
802-332-6411

Residential and Interior Design, Home Furnishings, Art & Antiques

The Little F lower Shoppe
Exquisite Natural F loral Designs • Wedding & Event P lanners

MOVING SALE 
SAT AUG 14 - 9-3 • SUN AUG 15 - 10-3

Great Eclectic Things for Sale! 

TWIN STATE COINS 
& TREASURES

TUES - FRI 
9:30-4:30

SAT. 12-4:30
or

By Appointment

Colonial Plaza
West 

Lebanon, NH

(603) 
826-4946

ITEMS 
BOUGHT & SOLD

Rare Coins • Diamonds 
Old Watches • Jewelry

Gold & Silver • Tokens • Medals 
Scarce Paper Money

Estate Jewelry • Certified Coins

at the Hall during a time of 
significant pandemic-related 
restrictions were consider-
able, Brand noted. “Much 
of the work was done virtu-
ally,” Brand explained. “Be-
cause of the timing of when 
the exhibitions were being 
planned and trying to keep 
everybody safe, that was the 
way we had to do it. It was 
all virtually, by phone, or 
via email. There were some 
digital models of the exhib-
it spaces that were passed 
back and forth, and then we 
did the installation using 
FaceTime and video walk-
throughs. It was the first time 
we’ve installed a show that 
way. It was a very different 
way of doing things. But I 
think it worked out well.”

The COVID-induced 
changes in the Hall’s cu-
ratorial and installation 
processes aren’t the only 
ones in effect during the art 
foundation’s 2021 exhibi-
tion season. The galleries 
and grounds, which prior to 
this year were only open for 
docent-led tours on a sched-
uled basis each Saturday and 
Sunday, are now principally 
open for self-guided tours. 
Brand, in fact, expects that 
the self-guided tour option 
will lead to greater numbers 

The Hall Art Foundation, located on Route 106 in Reading, is open now through Thanksgiving weekend 
on Saturday and Sunday.                        Photo Provided

of people finding their way 
to the Hall’s gem of an art 
museum in the small, ru-
ral Vermont community of 
Reading.

“In the past, we have had 
about 2,000 visitors per year. 
But that was with our previ-
ous visitor model, which 
was the docent-led tours, 
which people had to book,” 
Brand offered. “What we 
have found this year, now 
that we have implemented 
a self-guided model, is that 
we are getting a lot more vis-
itors. I wouldn’t be surprised 
if we end up with higher at-
tendance this year because 
of the self-guided format 
being perhaps a bit more 
popular.”

The self-guided option 
is greatly enhanced by the 
Hall’s creative use of digi-

tal technologies within the 
exhibit spaces. Hold your 
cell phone up to a small, 
unobtrusive QR code near a 
painting or group of works 
and you can access an audio 
recording or video in which 
curator Bradford discuss-
es the aesthetics of those 
works and why she chose 
them for the “Deep Blue” or 
“Philosophers’ Clambake” 
shows. Cell phone users can 
also take advantage of their 
hand-held devices to call up 
descriptions of individual 
works on exhibit, as well as 
curatorial, biographical, and 
other information about the 
artists themselves. Printed 
information is also available 
in binders in each exhibit 
space. Therein rests one of 
the things this visitor found 
most interesting and, indeed, 
enticing about the Hall’s cu-
ratorial approach: there are 
no labels, curators’ or artists’ 
statements mounted next to 
or under each work on ex-
hibit.

None.
“We find that wall text can 

be visually distracting. Peo-
ple spend more time reading 
the wall labels than they do 
looking at the paintings,” 
Brand commented. “The 
idea behind the QR codes 
and the additional printed 
information that is avail-
able in the galleries is to 
still provide didactic, back-
ground information about 
the art works that are on 
view, while seeing to it that 

it doesn’t come at you at the 
same moment as the actual 
art works do.” The approach, 
Brand agreed, also enables 
visitors on self-guided tours 
to access the art and interpret 
it for themselves, choosing 
to have their observations 
of the works mediated by 
someone else only if they 
wish.

While the Hall Art Foun-
dation has flipped to a 
self-guided tour model this 
season - and for future sea-
sons to come - Brand said 
that docent-led “highlight” 
tours are still preferred by 
some patrons. To that end, 
the museum is bringing back 
the guided tours, by reser-
vation only, at 10 a.m. each 
Saturday and Sunday be-
ginning this Saturday, Aug. 
7. “There are those patrons 
who prefer going on a tour 
with one of our docents, who 
are educators, super smart 
and knowledgeable about 
the exhibits,” Brand averred.

There is one more exhibi-
tion space to be savored at the 
Hall this season. Ensconced 
in a small gallery within the 
Hall reception center is a 
show that continues a com-
mitment to showcasing Ver-
mont visual artists that the 
Hall instituted in 2018 with 
a “Made in Vermont” group 
show. Instead of a showing 
of multiple Vermont artists 
this year, the Hall is focusing 
on solo shows by two artists. 
Now through Sunday, Aug. 
22, the Hall is showcasing 
works by West Burke-based 
artist Terry Ekasala, who 
is known for creating ex-
pressive abstract paintings 
and works on paper. Ekas-
ala’s solo outing will be 
followed by an exhibition 
by artist Clark Derbes from 
Charlotte, who is known for 
creating dimensional and il-
lusionistic sculptures carved 
from blocks of wood. The 
Derbes show will open at the 
Hall on Aug. 28.

Classicopia chamber music 
returns to live concerts

  Classicopia, the Upper 
Valley’s award-win-
ning chamber music 

organization, finally returns 
to live concerts with “Broad-
way Violin” on the weekend 
of Aug. 13-15. Violinist 
Timothy Schwarz and pia-
nist/Artistic Director Daniel 
Weiser will perform excit-
ing arrangements of some 
of your favorite Broadway 
songs from the 1920s to the 
1980s, including works by 
Gershwin, Rodgers, Bern-
stein, Sondheim, Webber, 
and many more. Weiser and 
Schwarz started their pro-
fessional collaboration as 
the Upper Valley Duo and 
served under that name as 
the 1996 U.S. Artistic Am-
bassadors with an epic tour 
to eleven countries in the 
Middle East and Southeast 
Asia, including Syria, Pa-
kistan, Egypt, Tunisia, Sri 
Lanka, and Thailand.

There will be three venues 
to see the show:

1) On Friday, Aug. 13 at 
7:30 p.m., they perform a 
special House Concert at 
the Hanover home of Al 
and Marilyn Austin-Nelson. 
Seating is limited and 
reservations required. $35 
per person, includes great 
food and drink as well.

2) On Saturday, Aug. 
14 at 7 p.m., they play at 
the Fairlee Town Hall in 
a program sponsored by 
Fairlee Community Arts 
along with a gift from 
Anne and Bruce Taylor. 
It is the first annual “Bev 
Hodge Memorial Concert” 
honoring the amazing 
woman who helped run 
Farmer Hodge’s Dairy Farm 
for so many years before 
she passed away earlier this 
year. Seats are $20 for adults 
and free for children under 
18.

3) On Sunday, Aug. 15 at 
1 p.m., the concert is at First 
Congregational Church of 
Lebanon with its wonderful 
acoustics and great Steinway 
grand piano. Seats are 
$20 for general or $15 for 
Church members. Free 
for children 18 and under. 
Discounts available if you 
pre-buy seats online. 

For more information 
on the concert and to buy 
seats for any of the shows, 
please visit: classicopia.org/
concert/broadway-violin/

Anabel Wold, Kyle Butler and Luke Gilson, all of 
Brooklyn, N.Y., look at untitled works by Anish Ka-
poor, left and Oliver Mosset, right.   Rick Russell Photo
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