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David Wojnarowicz

turned his rage to power

Artist and activist’s exhibit is on display now at the Hall Art
Foundation; documentary to screen on July 19

By Emma Stanton
Staff Writer

David Wojnarowicz,
an American painter,
photographer, writ-
er, filmmaker, perfor-
mance artist, and AIDS
activist, turned anger and
outrage into artistic free-
dom. He was a man born
into the most unimaginably
broken and abusive fami-
ly, and suffered violence at
a very early age. But from
this tumultuous beginning,
and the years of torment that
followed him into adulthood,

Wojnarowicz’s spirit to create

art, to create change, to be a
voice of hope during one of the
darkest eras in America, allowed
him to leave behind a portfolio and
a legacy that continues to burn on,
decades after his passing.

A portion of his work, currently
on display at the Hall Art Foundation
in Reading, will be accompanied this
month, on July 19, by a documentary
of Wojnarowicz’s life. This film, direct-
ed by Chris McKim, is framed through
voice recordings, phone calls, and written pas-
sages by Wojnarowicz, and tells the story of his
career and his personal struggle with AIDS, an illness
that took his life in 1992, at the age of 37.

From being brought up by an abusive father, who went so
far as to kidnap Wojnarowicz and his siblings to prevent them
from living with their mother; to eventually running away
from any semblance of a home life into the vile and corrupt
streets of New York at the age of sixteen, where he supported
himself by turning tricks and hustling — this documentary
carries within it the weight of Wojnarowicz’s life, and dis-
plays it in such a way as to force the viewer to understand
that sometimes profound art and activism comes from a
place of unimaginable pain and suffering.

Wojnarowicz’s deep, haunting voice resonates
throughout the film, opening with footage of him in his
apartment in 1989, as the AIDS crisis raged on, barrel-
ing towards a full-blown epidemic, and queer and po-
litical art became the target of federal and societal at-
tack. “We rise to greet the state, to confront the state,”
Wojnarowicz says in the documentary. “When I
was diagnosed with this virus, it didn’t take me
long to realize I contracted a diseased society as
well.” This sentiment would become the ethos of

Wojnarowicz’s
art, his presence
in New York, and the
construction of this doc-
umentary. As he worked to
understand his upbringing,
the violence and cruelty he
experienced on the streets, the
creative world he was existing
in within the East Village, and the
friends he watched suffer and die at
the hands of the very illness that was
coursing through him — a rage and vi-
olence developed at the forefront of his
art.

Employing a dense and private vocab-
ulary of signs and symbols, Wojnarowicz’s
work often used allegory to critique what
he saw as corrupt in society. He used maps,
fragmented material, overlain text, and sac-
rilegious images to create an oeuvre that
spoke to each ailment, frustration, and
passion living inside of his mind. Wo-
jnarowicz would utilize images from
dreams and incorporate them into
his visual art, saying in the biogra-
phy “Fire in the Belly,” by Cynthia
Carr, “There’s what you see in front
of you and then there’s this mov-
ie that plays in your head —

the film behind the eyeball.”
He would move across me-
diums, at one point leaning
into the permanence of graf-
fiti to communicate with the
world. This work was mostly
created in the late 1970s, par-
tially as a means of promoting
his band, “3 Teens Kill 4,” that
performed in the underground

spaces of New York City.

Wojnarowicz left this band
in 1982 to pursue more physical
artistic endeavors. That same year,
he created an early studio space
from an abandoned warehouse along
the pier, in the Meatpacking District,
where he utilized the carnage and ab-

David Wojnarowicz

Documentary
Created by: Chris McKim
July 19, 4 p.m.

The Hgll Art Foundation, Reading
More information and tickets at
hallartfoundation.org

ject visuals of the
neighborhood to inspire his
early large-scale pieces —
the most notable being “Gag-
ging Cow at Pier.”

After the completion of this
piece, cows became a recurring
image in Wojnarowicz’s street art,
as he would describe this subject as
“exploding with fear” — a creature led
to slaughter. A similar parallel can be
drawn to Wojnarowicz’s own existence,
as he fought to secure medical treatment
for a disease within a system that had no in-
terest in helping him, and that in a way, led
him to his own death.

Following these Ward Line Pier exhibits, Wo-
jnarowicz began working on a new series enti-
tled, “Metamorphosis,” currently on display at the
Hall Art Foundation. This collection is comprised
of twenty-three plaster heads, each representing a
pair of human chromosomes. This work does not de-
pict human faces, but rather, brutish, alien-like forms,
meant to serve as a powerful commentary on the cor-
ruption and transformation of humans by society and govern-
ment. Wojnarowicz described this work as a series about the
“evolution of consciousness.”

In line with his pursuit of metamorphosis, Wojnarowicz said
in the documentary, “Transition is always a relief. Destination
means death to me. If I could figure out a way to remain for-
ever in transition, in the disconnected and unfamiliar, I could
remain in a state of perpetual freedom.” It was this space of
transition that he tried to hold on to, even as AIDS began to
infiltrate his life and plant a seed of deep, paralyzing fear.

In a recorded conversation between himself and his broth-
er, featured in this documentary, Wojnarowicz said, “I want

See DAVID WOJNAROWICZ - Page 5C

Above: David Wojnarowicz's piece entitled “Untitled, Shark (1982)” is currently on display at
the Hall Art Foundation, showcasing Wojnarowicz's signature style of utilizing maps and other

fragmented material to produce something greater.

Emma Stanton Photo

At left: One of the heads featured in Wojnarowicz's “Metamorphosis” exhibition, currently on

display at the Hall Art Foundation.

Courtesy of Maryse Brand
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to confront these things before I go. I want to clear the fear
out of my head.” He continued, “At some point, I realized I
was afraid of dying. Throughout my life, I tried to maintain
some kind of complete control of myself, from where I’ve
come from — all the scenes as a kid hustling, all the scenes in
the streets, the times I came close to death, the times I near-
ly starved. Maybe my need for self-control was to mask this
enormous rage that I carried from all those experiences. I
guess I fear a loss of control would mean that rage would spill
and become indiscriminate in terms of what it attacks. But
really and truly, I think I’m afraid of losing my mind. I don’t
want to lose touch with words. I want to be able to provoke

some change in whatever limited fashion, in people, in a per-
son. Despite rage, despite illness, despite pain, I hope that my
mind continues.”

According to Maryse Brand, director of the Hall Art Foun-
dation, and Lisa Kaija, the docent supervisor, Wojnarowicz
went on to become a staunch advocate for museum curators
to display queer art, for politicians to listen and advocate for
the queer community, and for the society he lived in to ac-
cept responsibility for the AIDS epidemic, and to work to fight
against the systemic homophobia that plagued New York and
America at large.

The documentary purported that Wojnarowicz dedicated
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the last “good years” of his life to this cause, and never once
turned to violence or cruelty. While his body was ravaged by
the disease, and his mind eventually succumbed to a form of
dementia, those closest to him felt he died with peace and hap-
piness, after a lifetime of suffering.

A portion of Wojnarowicz’s collection is currently on dis-
play at the Hall Art Foundation, and McKim’s documentary
will be shown on July 19 at 4 p.m. More information can be
found at hallartfoundation.org.
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SERVICES

ORIENTAL RUG WAS-
HING Gentle Hand
Wash. No Chemicals.

PROPERTY
FOR SALE

HORSE PROPERTY
FOR SALE: 36 * X 60’

FIREWOOD — Green
and seasoned wood
available now. Cut, split
and delivered. Bruce

ERIC NESBITT AN-
TIQUES in Woodstock,
VT is actively buying

3BR/M1BA
STOCK: Circa

HOUSE FOR

SALE

FREE SPLIT FIRE-
WOOD delivered to
needy families. Emer-

WOOD-
1925

Specializing in old and
fragile carpets. 30 years
experience. Full service
oriental rug dealer. Bar-
nard.  802-234-6907.
www.wayneridley.com

WE PAINT BARNS,
ROOFS, AND SHUT-
TERS: Free estimates,
please contact 802-683-
6105.

REPAIRS, RENOVA-
TIONS, REMODEL-
ING AND HANDYMAN
SERVICES. Tyler Har-
well Perkinsville. 802-
356-9983

CLEAN OUT AND
CLEAN UPS complete
houses, cellars, attics,
garages, barns, and
dump runs. 25 years
experience. Please call
802-558-8202.

ANTIQUE AND CON-
TEMPORARY furniture
repair and refinishing:
From minor repairs to
major  reconstructions
since 1972. Gerald S.
Gambone, Reading, VT
(802) 484-7179, ger-
aldgambone@proton-
mail.com By appoint-
ment.

ST. JOSEPH’S HANDY-
MAN SERVICE: Car-
pentry in the Wood-
stock area. Small Jobs,
painting, stairs, gutters,
windows etc. Fast re-
sponse, extremely rea-
sonable. Looking for

summer. 802-324-3291.

WANTED

SERIOUS LIFELONG
COLLECTOR of old
Vermont license plates
buying quality early car
plates. Conrad Hugh-
son, Box 1, Putney, VT
05346. conrad_hugh-
son@comcast.net,
802-387-4498. Please
leave message.

2 % Story Barn with14’
X 60" Shedrow. First
Floor— 6 stalls, wash
stall, heated tack room
and "z bath with laundry;
Second Floor — Living
Quarters - 2 bedroom,
kitchen/dining area, liv-
ing room and 1 bath with
great room that can be
converted into addition-
al living quarters; 3RD
Floor— storage or can
be used for bunk room.
Heart of Green Moun-
tain Horse Assoc. Trall
system. Excellent loca-
tion in West Windsor,
Vermont. Property is be-
ing sold furnished. Great
horse rental property,
AIR BNB or vacation
property.  $650,000.00
call 1-603-860-1141 or
1-803-484-9220. Agents
welcome

PETS AND

LIVESTOCK

VSNIP - (Vermont
Spay Neuter Incentive
Program) Reduced

spay and neuter rates
send S.A.S.E (Self Ad-
dressed Stamped En-
velope) for application
to vsnip P.O. Box 104
Bridgewater VT 05034.

HIRING!

FOR MY HOME CARE TEAM

your Fine Antiques and
Folk Art and Fine Art.
(Primitives to formal fur-
niture, one item to com-
plete estates.) Check
out Eric Nesbitt Art &
Antiques on Facebook.
Call (802) 457-4928. or
ekn1953@yahoo.com

single, ranch style home
in Woodstock for sale: 3
bed, 1 bath, 2.29 acres

Schulz 457-2552.

ACTIVELY BUY-
ING- older artwork of
all kinds; jewelry, and
items of value—no fur-
niture. Confidential and
free evaluation. Please
call Steven Thomas or
Deborah Bassett (802)
457-1764 or emaill
stinc@sover.net

ROAD CREW MEMBER
TOWN OF POMFRET

The Town of Pomfret seeks a motivated individual to
join our road crew. Competitive wages and benefits
based on experience. For more information and to
apply, please visit pomfretvt.us.

This position is full-time and requires a flexible
schedule that may include overtime, nights and
weekends. Preference will be given for prior

experience in highway maintenance and repair.

The right candidate will have a CDL and the ability
to work individually or as a team. The position
requires experience operating heavy equipment and
interacting constructively with the public.

Group health insurance, paid time off and a
retirement pension plan are also provided.

The Town of Pomfret is an
equal opportunity employer.

HOME CARE AID NEEDED FOR ELDER

FEMALE WITH MOBILITY CHALLENGES

o Hartford, Vermont
® 12 hour day shifts 1-1
o \Meals, Meds, Mobility Assistance

Call Now!

e Health Care Experience Required

with excellent proximity

NATIVE LUMBER and to the Woodstock Union

custom sawing. Slabs. High School,  Thomp-
Maple syrup. Van Als- SON Senior Center, and
Woodstock Farmer’s

tyne Family Farm Inc.
330 Walker Hill Road,
East Barnard. (802) 763-
7036.

Market. Property listed as
is. Priced at $375,000.
Open House scheduled
for June 26, 4-6 pm. Con-
tact Deanna Jones at
802-457-3277 for details.

COMMERCIAL
RENTALS

THE SCHOOLHOUSE
— Woodstock co-work-

$35/week-$89/
WWw.wood-

ing.
month.

stockschoolhouse.com
(802) 457-1942.

73 River Street

part time nurse openings for
are looking to add per diem
assistants for all shifts. We
with amazing shift differenti

and as the icing on the cake

A

P

gency Only! Contact:
N.T. Ferro,(802) 457-

7285 Upper
Wood Bank.

Valley

WOODSTOCK
VILLAGE OPEN DIS-
CUSSION AA MEET-
ING every Friday at
7pmat Our Lady of the
Snows in the base-
ment of the church.

Looking for a change of pace
in your nursing career?

Woodstock VT

Mertens House is looking to hire nurses and licensed
nurses’ assistants who take pride in their work and want
to have some fun while doing it! With our 14-bed max
capacity there is the ability to slow down and give the care
you may have only dreamed about. Currently, we have

7a-3p and 11p-7a. Also, we
nurses and licensed nurses’
offer excellent hourly rates
als. Our benefits package is

hard to beat, with free health, dental and life insurance,

— we offer free meals for all

staff members! Give us a call (802)457-4411 or stop by!

We look forward to adding you to our team!
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21.ALOES
22.50D
23.SLUB
25.ALSO
26. PES

1. SPAS
5.SWBS

9. OPERAS
11. PAIRED
13. FORLEG
15. CENSURE 21.ALS
16.FIG 29. SANDED
17. PREPARATIVE 31.NOUS
19.SLOG .RAYS

b

1.SPOILS

2. PERGOLA
3.ARE

4. SALP

5. SANA

6. WIST

7. BRUISED
8. SERVOS
9. OFFS

10. SERA

11. PERSONAL
12. DEED

14. GELA

15. CAESAR
18. POLS

20. GUINEA
24.BLOB

26. PESETA

Call: 860 841-3966
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ACROSS

34. HEBREW
36. LEES

38. SEA
39.EPOS
41. STAB
43.DEC

44. TINEA
46.ARAS

48. RETALIATING
52. DIE

53. IMAGOES
54. STABILE

56. BERETS

57. ATONES

58. DEES

59. SPED

DOWN

28. SURETIES
30. DYES

32. SEPIAS
34. HECTARE
35. WONT

37. SARDINE
38. SEEMED
40. SEIS

42. BAILED
43.DRIB
45.ANTA
47. SEES
49. AGEE
50.LOTS
51. GATS
55.BOP
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